
Rising 1st Grade Summer Expectations

Consistent but fun practice during the summer will help your child retain and even 
sharpen many of the skills they learned this year.  This practice can take on a variety of 
forms and you, being your child’s first and best teacher, are free to choose which form 
you would like this practice to take.  We just want to encourage you to do something 
consistently this summer.

READING

Have your child reading daily.  Your efforts will show in first grade!!  Bob Books and 
other vowel controlled readers can be found in book stores and the public library has 
lots of beginning readers.

There are several levels of reading practice:

1. Independent – your child can read and decode all the words with complete 
comprehension

2. Guided decoding – you and your child together tackle new words; both 
phonetically decoded words and sight words

3. Being read to – don’t forget the joys of reading aloud with your child.  Reading 
to them, at a higher level than they can read themselves, will build vocabulary, 
comprehension, inference and a host of other skills.  It will also give them a 
love of language, reading, writing, and art.

HANDWRITING

 As your child is writing, do be sure they are forming their letters correctly, starting 
from the correct spot (NO letter starts at the bottom of the line).  Remember, 
there are lots of ways to practice without paper or pencil – mud, sand, shaving 
cream; be creative.

WRITING

 We have been both authors and illustrators this year.  Your child can keep a 
journal this summer.  Draw a picture of something he/she is doing and then write 
about it, using lots of detail in both the picture and the writing.  Cut a silly picture 
from a magazine and have your child make up a story about it.  Make a new 
ending to a book he/she has read.  Use a pencil to write and color pencils, 
crayons, or markers to illustrate.

MATH  

 Review counting by 1s, 5s, and 10s to 100 and 2s to 20.  



 Work to know the name and value of all coins.
 Tell time to the hour and half hour every chance you get using both an analog 

and digital clock.
 In reviewing adding and subtracting use objects or tally marks.
 There are so many fun math games you can play with a deck of cards, dice or 

even a beach ball!
 Blow up your beach ball and have your child write two numbers in each section.  

Toss him/her the ball.  Where did their thumbs land?  Add those two numbers 
together; subtract them; what number comes next; what came before.  Keep 
tossing back and forth and practice math!

 With a deck of cards or pair of dice:  what number did you get; what number is 
before or after; what number is ten more; add the numbers; subtract them; write 
a number sentence.  As your child writes the numerals, make sure they are 
formed correctly and not backwards.   

 Have fun as you practice math!

PRACTICAL SKILLS

 Calendar - have your child tell you the day of the week and the month as they 
look at the calendar each day.

 Address and telephone number – have your child practice calling home when 
they are visiting a friend or directing you home as they tell the address.

PLAY

 Play outside for strengthening motor skills.  A child’s cognitive ability is tied to 
their large and fine motor skills.  Ride bikes, skip, jump rope, throw a ball, and 
climb!  Be a kid and have FUN!


