
Insignificant Events in the Life of a Cactus                   
by Dusti Bowling

“Aven is a perky, hilarious, and inspiring protagonist whose attitude and 
humor will linger even after the last page has turned.” —School Library 
Journal (Starred review)

Aven Green loves to tell people that she lost her arms in an alligator wrestling 
match, or a wildfire in Tanzania, but the truth is she was born without them. And 
when her parents take a job running Stagecoach Pass, a rundown western theme 
park in Arizona, Aven moves with them across the country knowing that she’ll 
have to answer the question over and over again.

Her new life takes an unexpected turn when she bonds with Connor, a classmate 
who also feels isolated because of his own disability, and they discover a room at 
Stagecoach Pass that holds bigger secrets than Aven ever could have imagined. 
It’s hard to solve a mystery, help a friend, and face your worst fears. But Aven’s 
about to discover she can do it all . . . even without arms.

Bloom by Kenneth Oppel
"The perfect book right now for young readers searching for hope, strength, 
inspiration — and just a little horticultural havoc."—New York Times
 
The first book in a can't-put-it-down, can't-read-it-fast-enough action-thriller 
trilogy that's part Hatchet, part Alien!

The invasion begins--but not as you'd expect. It begins with rain. Rain that carries 
seeds. Seeds that sprout--overnight, everywhere. These new plants take over crop 
fields, twine up houses, and burrow below streets. They bloom--and release toxic 
pollens. They bloom--and form Venus flytrap-like pods that swallow animals and 
people. They bloom--everywhere, unstoppable.

Or are they? Three kids on a remote island seem immune to the toxic plants. Anaya, 
Petra, Seth. They each have strange allergies--and yet not to these plants. What's 
their secret? Can they somehow be the key to beating back this invasion? They'd 
better figure it out fast, because it's starting to rain again....

For summer reading, rising and current middle school students will choose one 
of the following books to read. Each student will then create a “graffiti wall” in 
response to their book. A graffiti wall is a one-page visual representation of 
the novel. It should include word art, drawings, and quotes that effectively 
represent the themes found within the novel. Students will have pictures of 
their graffiti walls posted to the middle school summer reading website 
(instructions below) and will also bring their graffiti walls to school in August. 
Summer reading is required for all middle school students. 



Crispin: The Cross of Lead                                               
by Avi

Sometimes I ran, sometimes all I could do was walk. All I knew was that if 
the steward overtook me, I’d not survive for long....

Crispin is a poor thirteen-year-old peasant in medieval England. Accused of a 
crime he did not commit, he has been declared a "wolf’s head," meaning he may 
be killed on sight, by anyone. He flees his tiny village with nothing but his 
mother’s cross of lead. 

In the English countryside, Crispin meets a man named Bear, who forces Crispin 
to become his servant yet encourages him to think for himself. But as Crispin’s 
enemies draw ever closer, he is pulled right into the fortress of his foes, where 
he must find a way to save their very lives.

A master of breathtaking plot twists and vivid characters, award-winning author 
Avi brings the full force of his storytelling powers to the world of medieval 
England.

Awesome Achievers in Technology                           
by Alan Gratz

Everyone has heard the name Steve Jobs, but what about Nolan 
Bushnell--Jobs's boss before the invention of Apple, and the founder of the 
first major video game, Pong? Many of the most relevant figures in tech 
history have remained in the shadows, but not any longer! From Alan Katz's 
new Awesome Achievers series, Awesome Achievers in Technology gives kids 
a look behind the scenes at 12 lesser-known inventors whose contributions to 
tech are personally relevant to their lives today. Each figure is given a 
traditional biography but is also subject to Katz's unique brand of silliness, with 
humorous elements such as imagined poems, song lyrics, and diary entries by 
and about the not-so-famous figure accompanying each bio.

Spot illustrations throughout add to the lighthearted and appreciative humor 
each figure receives. Reluctant readers and budding tech enthusiasts alike will 
delight in this imaginative and engaging introduction to a new series of laugh 
out loud biographies.

Middle School: The Worst Years of My Life                      
by James Patterson

Rafe Khatchadorian has enough problems at home without throwing his first year of 
middle school into the mix. Luckily, he's got an ace plan for the best year ever, if only 
he can pull it off: With his best friend Leonardo the Silent awarding him points, Rafe 
tries to break every rule in his school's oppressive Code of Conduct. Chewing gum 
in class - 5,000 points! Running in the hallway = 10,000 points! Pulling the fire alarm 
- 50,000 points! But when Rafe's game starts to catch up with him, he'll have to 
decide if winning is all that matters, or if he's finally ready to face the rules, bullies, 
and truths he's been avoiding.

Blockbuster author James Patterson delivers a genuinely hilarious - and surprisingly 
poignant - story of a wildly imaginative, one-of-kind kid that you won't soon forget.



If students need to see some examples of what graffiti walls look like, many 
can be FOUND AT THIS LINK.

Once student has created a graffiti wall, take a picture of it and email the 
picture as an attachment to: 

● Rising 6th graders email picture to Mrs. Edge (oedge@wccs.org)
● Rising 7th graders email picture to Mrs. Gregory (ogregory@wccs.org)
● Rising 8th graders email picture to Mrs. Jordan (rjordan@wccs.org)

PIctures of graffiti walls will be added (by teachers as pictures are received 
via email) to our middle school summer reading website so that all students can 
see each other’s creations! 

LINK TO SUMMER READING WEBSITE TO SEE GRAFFITI WALLS AS THEY ARE 
POSTED THIS SUMMER!

Students should also bring their graffiti walls to school the first week of 
school and deliver to the following teachers: 

● Rising 6th graders deliver to Mrs. Edge
● Rising 7th graders deliver to Mrs. Gregory
● Rising 8th graders deliver to Mrs. Jordan

HAPPY READING! 

https://www.weareteachers.com/one-pager-examples-english-language-arts/
mailto:oedge@wccs.org
mailto:ogregory@wccs.org
mailto:rjordan@wccs.org
https://sites.google.com/wccs.org/wccs-ms-summer-reading/home
https://sites.google.com/wccs.org/wccs-ms-summer-reading/home

