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The PEARL Scholarship  
(Purposeful Education And Revitalizing Learners) 

 
 
 

A priceless pearl is formed when an irritant makes its way into an oyster or clam.  The pearl is therefore 
a process of hardship and irritation.  Yet they are so valuable that Jesus used one in a parable, saying 
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchant man, seeking goodly pearls: Who, when he had 
found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had, and bought it” (Matthew 13:45-46).  The 
pearl is also difficult to find.  There is a Chinese proverb that says, “Pearls don’t lie on the seashore, if 
you want one, you must dive for it.”  
 
Therefore, the pearl becomes an illustration for the struggling learner.  Charles Spurgeon wrote, “Those 
who dive into the sea of affliction bring up rare pearls!”  Stephen Hoeller puts it this way, “A pearl is a 
beautiful thing that is produced by an injured life. If we had not been wounded, if we had not been 
injured, then we will not produce the pearl.” Susan C. Young may have said it best when she wrote, “As 
a pearl is formed and its layers grow, a rich iridescence begins to glow. The oyster has taken what was at 
first an irritation and intrusion and uses it to enrich its value. How can you coat or frame the changes in 
your life to harvest beauty, brilliance, and wisdom?”   
 
This last quote captures the purpose of the PEARL Scholarship.  This scholarship is designed to enable a 
family at Westminster Catawba Christian School, in need of assistance for providing educational 
interventions for a student with learning differences, with additional financial support to see a student 
develop their God given abilities and allow the pearl within them to be found and developed (1 Peter 
1:6-7). 
 
 
 



 
 
Details 
 
Qualifications: 

• Student must be enrolled in WCCS for the following school year. 
• The family must have a demonstrated financial need and must have applied for Variable Tuition 

through the FACTS system.  
• The student must have documented learning needs and an ISP. 
• The family must be actively involved in a local church, serving as part of the Body of Christ. 
• The student must be in good standing with WCCS, with no major discipline issues over the past 

year. 
• The student must demonstrate faithfulness in their effort to learn at school. 
• The parents must demonstrate a commitment to the interventions recommended by the school. 
• The children of WCCS faculty and staff are encouraged to apply and will be given priority.  

Please submit:  
• The application (see below) 
• Copy of existing ISP (or equivalent documentation) 
• 2 Teacher Recommendations (one classroom & one special education) 
• Pastor or Ministry Leader letter of recommendation. 

 
Selection: 
The PEARL Scholarship Selection Committee will be comprised of some or all of the following individuals, 
to be determined on a case-by-case basis:  
 

• Development Director 
• Business Manager 
• Lower School Special Education Teacher 
• Upper School Special Education Teacher 
• Lower School Principal 
• Upper School Principal 
• Inaugural donor representative  

 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 

PEARL Scholarship Application Form 
 
Student Name:         Date:       
 
Parents:            
 
Address:          
 
           
 
Phone:      Preferred Email:        
 
Church Affiliation:            
 
In what ways are you involved in your church and local ministries:        
 
              
 
Please describe the importance and value of Christian Education:        
 
              
 
              
 
              
 
 
As a parent, describe your student’s educational struggles:         
 
              
 
              
 
              
 
How long has your student been receiving services for their learning differences?      
 
How do you support your student at home in the learning process?        
 
              



 
              
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
How would receiving this scholarship specifically impact your student and your family?  _____________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Please provide the following along with this application.  By providing the following documents you 
agree to share personal and confidential information contained therein with the selection committee 
and providers of the scholarship funds. 
 

• Copy of ISP or other documentation of learning differences and learning needs. 
• Two teacher recommendations (one classroom and one special needs) 
• Pastor or Ministry Leader letter of recommendation. 

 
Submission: 
 
In order for your application to be complete, you must submit all materials (application, ISP or other 
documentation, two teacher recommendations, and a pastor or ministry leader letter of 
recommendation.)  Until the committee receives all pieces of your submission, your application is not 
considered complete and will not be reviewed by the selection committee.  
 
Where to send application and supporting documentation: 
 
Please submit all portions of the application to the Director of Development, Mrs. Lisa Barlow, at  
lbarlow@wccs.org 
 
 
DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION: 
 

The deadline for consideration for the 2022-2023 academic year is Monday, April 4, 2022. 
 

  
 


