
 
AP STATISTICS 

Summer Assignment  
 
 

 
 

 
Statistics is a math course unlike every other math course you have taken.  You will never sit in 
class and wonder “When will I ever use this stuff?” or “Why am I learning this stuff?”. Turn on 
the news, read the newspaper, look around you – statistics are everywhere!  Real people use 
statistics in their real lives everyday to make decisions.  My average grocery bill is lower at this 
store. I have a better chance at winning this game. I will probably make more money with this 
major… we say things like this all the time. 
 
In AP Statistics you will do more writing than in any other math course.  A statistic is a number 
with a context, and the context matters.  The same percentage can mean very different things in 
different situations.  To get you ready for the wonderful world of statistics, you do not need to 
complete a packet of Algebra review problems, you need to be ready to see the context and write 
about it. So, I will have you read an older, but still very relevant, about Statistics entitled How to 
Lie with Statistics.  
 
You will write a two page reflection paper from what you read. The paper needs to be two 
pages long (at least), meaning it will fill up two full pages. Anything less than two pages will be 
considered incomplete. In other words, go at least a word on a third page and you will be fine. 
The paper needs to be typed, double-spaced with inch margins all around.   
 
Your reflection paper should include: 
 

1. The central problem or issue in the book. In other words, what is the main idea of the 
book? Why was it written? 
 

2. How did the author support his main idea? Give specifics. 
 

3. Include one to three ideas or concepts that were new to you. Elaborate.  
 

4. Any questions about a concept you did not understand? 
 

5. What was your overall impression of the book? 
 

Use proper English, grammar, and punctuation. 
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